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ANSTEY–KEANE DAMPLANDS, FORRESTDALE 

Statement 
HON ALISON XAMON (East Metropolitan) [5.28 pm]: Tonight I want to share an exciting development that 
occurred in my region during the parliamentary break. Members who listen to every word I have to say—I am 
sure that is all members!—may remember that for a while now I have been talking about the importance of 
protecting what remains of our urban bushland. I particularly draw members’ attention to the fact that the south 
west of Australia is considered to be one of the biodiversity hot spots of the world. As such, it is particularly 
important that we pay attention to what is happening with our remaining urban bushland. I have also spoken in 
this place previously about a particular patch of urban bushland that is my electorate. That is the Anstey–Keane 
damplands in the suburb of Forrestdale, otherwise known as Bush Forever site 342. This 203-hectare site has 
been under threat for some time. There is a problem with a lack of appropriate fencing and people going in and 
lighting fires. As a result, there has been an issue with weeds. Unfortunately, like many urban bushland areas, 
particularly those in the hills, there is an ongoing problem with trail bike riders. Nevertheless, a really diligent 
group—Friends of Forrestdale—have been working very hard to advocate for this particular patch of urban 
bushland. They have taken a very keen interest in what is occurring in the bushland, in particular, checking what 
is happening with the various species of flora and fauna. The additional threat that has faced this patch of Bush 
Forever is the proposal by the City of Armadale to drive a road right through the middle of it, which not only 
makes a mockery of the idea of establishing Bush Forever sites in the first place but also runs the very real risk 
that it will have a detrimental impact on the species that exist within this site.  

The exciting development I wish to refer to was the discovery in January by the Western Australian Museum of 
a completely new, unheard of species of bee in this very patch of urban bushland. I would like to read the 
Western Australian Museum’s media statement. It states — 

WA Museum curator of insects Dr Terry Houston and Museum volunteer Otto Mueller spotted the new 
species in bushland in December 2010. 

An authority on Australian native bees, Dr Houston said he was surprised to discover a moderately 
large and unusual new species of insect so close to the city.  

“Finding a new species of animal is always exciting but finding something like this handsome and 
extraordinary species of solitary bee so close to a large metropolis is highly unusual,” Dr Houston said.  

“What is equally remarkable is that while male bees are not usually known to have a role in building 
nests or rearing young, the males of this species acts like gate-keepers, stationing themselves below the 
burrow entrances. 

“This burrow guarding behaviour is something quite new for a solitary bee species.” 

I have a picture of the brand-new species of bee that was discovered. It is described as — 

About the size of a honeybee, the new species can be distinguished by its jet black colour and partial 
covering of white hair, with the tip of its abdomen a bright orange-red. It has a larger head than is usual 
in native bees, more so in the males which possess remarkably large jaws, suggesting they are well 
adapted for fighting.  

I certainly applaud the Museum for discovering this new species. I note that over the past five years it has found 
and helped describe more than 400 new animal species from WA, which it notes is an incredible number 
compared with almost anywhere else in the world.  

From my perspective, it certainly highlights the importance of protecting the few remaining areas of bushland—
those hubs of biodiversity that we have left. The fact that we are still discovering new species is very, very 
significant. It is particularly special that it was a bee because we have a crisis with populations of bees. The fact 
that we are now starting to discover new species that we did not even know existed makes it even more essential 
that we protect everything we can. I am always pleased when there are new discoveries such as this. As I said, I 
applaud the Museum for its diligence. I also applaud the Friends of Forrestdale for their perseverance in trying to 
ensure that people understand that what we have left in our urban bushland, which is not a lot, is valued and 
protected. People need to understand that certainly those areas that we have now decided are Bush Forever sites 
need to be left unfettered. We also need to ensure that money is put aside to ensure that they are appropriately 
fenced and resourced. This is something that is available for future generations and we have an obligation to 
protect it. I think it is a very exciting thing. I thought that I would share it with the rest of the members.  

The PRESIDENT: I will give Hon Helen Morton the call, but I note that ministers have other opportunities 
during the day to make statements. Normally, if a minister is directly attacked or feels a need to respond, that is a 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 17 February 2011] 

 p607b-608a 
Hon Alison Xamon 

 [2] 

different matter. But if it is just a statement, I will give Hon Helen Morton the call today, but perhaps she will 
keep that in mind in future.  
 


